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the nature of a mental change that the persons intrusted to their care be¬ 
come interesting and subjects of their sympathy and thoughtfulness, and 
are not only interesting because they do and say curious things. 

Dr. Burr’s book fulfills these wants to a marked degree. His chapter 
on psychology is good; it is not perhaps based on principles which meet 
the approval of all psychologists, but that is not a possible task. 

The chapter on insanities is founded on the newer teaching, embraces 
dementia prtecox and manic depressions, insanities, etc. 

It is difficult in a small book to present such intricate diseases so as 
to be recognizable by nurses, but sufficient is given fur developing their 
powers of observation and making them a valuable aid to the physician in 
studying the cases. 

The chapter on the management of cases is sufficient as an outline of 
what should be accomplished in conditions of alienation, and the author’s 
advice on the diplomacy of action with the insane is most creditable. 

S. D. Ludlum. 

Collecteo Studies on Immunity. By Professor Paul Ehrlich. Trans¬ 
lated by Dr. Charles Bolduan. Joint Wiley & Sons, 'New York. 

This neat volume of 586 pages, well printed and well bound, contains 
the greater portion of the studies on immunity published in late years 
by Professor Ehrlich and his collaborators. They arc here made avail¬ 
able to the English reading public for the first time. 

As the leading worker in this singularly complex and intricate field— 
that of cellular metabolism—Ehrlich’s views constitute at the same time 
the foundation and the superstructure. His ideas, as is well known, have 
developed along chemical lines of thought, and in the study of the funda¬ 
mental biological phenomena the significance attached to chemical inter¬ 
pretations, rather than those founded on morphological considerations, is 
manifest. With this view modern science is in accord. 

The lectures and studies here presented are invaluable, and should find 
a place in every student’s library. To review them more in detail would 
be a work of supererogation. Howard (New York). 

Beitrag zu Lehre von den i'Sychischen Epidemien. Von W. Wyegandt. 
Carl Marhold, Halle a. S. 

In this short, practical monograph of 100 pages, Weygandt discusses 
some of the important and striking phases-of psychic infection. He first 
gives in considerable detail the life histories of a few carefully observed 
cases in which mental contagion was a prominent etiological factor. 
Using these few cases as illustrations he further elaborates his theme, and 
endeavors to show how such contagion may spread from simple foci, as 
outlined, to at first a few friends, and then to larger masses of people, and 
thus give rise to widespread epidemic conditions. That such widespread 
epidemics have been frequent in various communities the history of the 
middle agfcs amply verifies. Even in our own time, similar epidemics are 
not rare. 

A most interesting portion of the monograph deals with the interpreta¬ 
tion of the psychoses as seen in the histories studied. His second case he 
speaks of as one showing the signs, in classical fashion, of being 1 “possessed.” 
She would certainly have been in the middle ages an applicant for trial 
as a witch. In another, an involution or senile melancholia would have 
been interpreted in the same light. 

In speaking further of those mental disturbances which seem to bear 
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most the stamp of a more or less defined psychosis, Weygandt states that 
for the most part they are best arranged under the groups of paranoid 
states, hysteria, and in a few instances the communicated type bears the 
ear-marks of a manic depressive psychosis. Naturally, in the case of 
twins, of members of the same family or in close relation a certain 
“anlage ’ may be posited to explain the tendency to similarity in the ob¬ 
served disturbance, but further one must bear in mind in the case of twins 
or members of the same family that what appears as a contagion may be 
simply the onset of a psychosis in a predisposed individual, not set up at 
all by reason of the contact with a similar affection in a near relative. 

The monograph is not only interesting, but highly suggestive, and 
affords a glimpse at a mode of attack on the study of the psychology of the 
masses. Jelliffe 

Untersuchungen und Studies' uber die Innervation des Peritoneum 
I)ER vorderen Bauchwand. M. Ramstrom. J. F. Bergmann, 
Wiesbaden. 

The peritoneal nerves arise partly as small branches of the intercostal 
and lumbar nerves which enter the lateral portions of the peritoneum, and 
partly by the joining of adjacent intercostal or lumbar nerves which enter 
in the neighborhood of the lateral borders of the recti muscles. The nerves 
form plexuses in the serosa and subserosa, and end in perivascular net¬ 
works, in a network of non-mvelinated fibers between the vessels of the 
serosa and subserosa, in end-bulbs and other lamellated nerve structures 
similar to the Vater-Pacinian bodies. This investigation shows that the 
phrenic nerve has nothing to do with the innervation of the peritoneum of 
the abdominal wall. The work is beautifully illustrated in colors. 

C. D. Camp (Philadelphia). 

Physiology of the Nervous System. By J. P. Morat, Professor of 
Physiology of the University of Lyon. Authorized English Edi¬ 
tion. Translated and Edited by H. W. Syers, M.A., M.D. W. T. 
Keener & Co., Chicago. 

We cannot attempt to do full justice to this large work of 676 pages 
in review form. All that can be done is to outline the function of the 
volume, to state wherein it differs from similar volumes, and how effec¬ 
tively the author’s task has been performed. 

To answer this last inquiry first, the work is an excellent one, of 
superior merit and integral worth. No recent modern writer has pre¬ 
sented so lucidly and so well the current doctrines regarding innervation 
and its physiological consequences as has Morat. This means that, for 
the most part, the work differs from preceding ones of its kind, largely by 
reason of its newness and freshness, but further, a difference in looking 
at the problems is manifest. Morat’s physiology is of gTeat service to 
students of clinical problems of nervous and mental disorders. Stimulation 
or destruction of brain or cord areas is viewed in the light of the re¬ 
sulting physiological conditions, and treated in a simple and effective liter¬ 
ary manner. It is an extremely useful volume. Jelliffe. 

The Prophylaxis and Treatment of Internal Diseases. Designed for 
the Use of Practitioners and of Advanced Students of Medicine. 
By F. Forchheimer, M.D., Professor of Theory and Practice of 
Medicine, Medical College of Ohio, Department of Medicine of 
the University of Cincinnati, etc. D. Appleton & Co., New York. 

“In order to get the best therapeutic results,” says Dr. Forchheimer, in 



